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Hyderabad proved an invaluable asset to the State.
Not only did it provide an easier means of communication
in times of famine, but it gradually opened out the whole
country, bringing the most benighted parts of the
Mofussil into daily contact with a more advanced civiliza-
tion. In consequence, agriculture and trade received
a great impetus.

In 1861 a disagreement arose between the Nizam and
the Prime Minister, the Nizam expressing a wish to re-
move Salar Jung from office and appoint another
Minister. At this point, however, the British Govern-
ment interfered, refusing to countenance this step.
Some six years later fresh differences again occurred,
but were amicably settled. On this occasion the British
Government took the opportunity of impressing upon the
Nizam the importance of giving his entire confidence to
his Minister, pointing out what serious consequences
the lapse into misrule would entail. The Nizam saw the
truth of this argument. Shortly afterwards His High-,
ness was created a G.C.S.I. It is curious to note that,
when this honour was conferred on the Nizam, he was
very loth to accept it, the reason being that the order
was of a Christian origin, and the Nizam, being the
leader of Islam in India, felt it unbecoming to his dignity
to accept any Christian decoration. The Resident had
much difficulty in persuading His Highness that this
honour would add to rather than diminish his prestige.
Eventually on hearing that the list of G.C.S.I. was headed
by no less a person than the Prince Consort himself,
His Highness decided 'to accept the new honour, but it
did not give him as much gratification as had been antici-
pated. Three years later the same honour and a salute
of 17 guns were conferred on the Prime Minister, Salar

